




Two	phenomena	characterize	the	Italian	society:	
		
•  High	and	rising	inequali:es,	moun:ng	fear	for	the	future	and	growing	anger	

among	those	who	feel	le=	behind;	
	

•  A	widespread	effort	and	vitality	in	civil	society,	business	and	the	public	sector	
which	also	produces	a	mul:tude	of	innova:ve	prac:ces	to	fight	inequality	but	
fails	to	produce	systemic	changes.	

	
The	FORUM	aims	to	design	public	policies	and	collec8ve	ac8ons	in	
order	to	reduce	inequali8es	and	enhance	everyone’s	substan8ve	
freedom	(diversity).	It	also	aims	to	build	consensus	and	commitment	
towards	these	proposals.	
		
Thanks	to	the	coali8on	between	civil	society	organiza8ons	and	
researchers,	knowledge	and	sen8ments	embodied	in	a	mul8tude	of	
prac8ces	can	help	turn	fear	and	anger	into	progress	towards	a	fairer	
society.	
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1.	Facts	
In	the	past	thirty	years	Italy,	together	with	all	Western	countries,	has	experienced	high	and	increasing	
inequali:es:	economic	(labour	market	outcomes,	income,	private	wealth,	poverty),	social	(access	to	quality	
and	trust	in	essen:al	public	services)	and		recogni8on	(recogni:on	of	role,	values,	culture,	and	aspira:ons	
of	individuals	and/or	groups).These	inequali:es	are	s:ll	par8cularly	hard	on	women	and	threaten	the	
future	of	younger	genera:ons.		
	
Inequali:es	have	a	marked	territorial	dimension	and	give	rise	to	divides	between	urban	peripheries	and	
town-centres	and	between	rural	(or	inner)	and	urban	areas.	Inequali:es	and	environmental	degrada:on	
compound	one	another	and	give	rise	to	underdevelopment	traps.	(These	within-country	divides	also	exist	
and	are	increasing	within	non-Western	countries,	whose	income	inequality	gap	with	Western	countries	
has	decreased	in	recent	years).		

In	Italy,	as	in	all	Western	countries,	increasing	inequali:es	have	generated	injus:ce	and	have	had	a	nega8ve	
impact	on	development.	Fear,	resentment	and	anger	have	increased	among	the	lowest,	second	lowest		
and		vulnerable	sec:ons	of	society	–	le=	behind	by		the	top		and	the	resilient	sec8ons.	This	has	given	rise	to	
an	authoritarian	dynamic	among	disadvantaged	individuals	and	in	penalized	territories:	intolerance	for	
diversity,	lack	of	trust	in	ins:tu:ons	and	“experts”,	demand	for	closed	communi:es	and	tough	authori:es.	
	
In	Europe,	this	dynamic	threatens	the	very	existence	of	the	European	Union,	because	many	of	its	ci:zens	
consider	the	EU	as	one	of	the	causes	of	inequality	instead	of	a	source	of	jus:ce	and	a	fairer	society.	

2.	Consequences	
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3.	Causes	
In	Italy,	as	in	all	Western	countries,	rising	inequali:es	are	not	an	unavoidable	effect	of	changes	beyond	our	
control:	technological	change;	globaliza:on;	migra:on;	climate	change.	Rather,	they	are	the	result	of	a	
combina:on	of	poli:cal,	economic	and	cultural	choices	that	came	with	these	changes:	a	U-turn	in	public	
policies;	a	loss	of	nego8a8ng	power	of	labour;	and	a	change	in	“common	sense”	(what	society	tends	to	
consider	normal	or	appropriate).		
	
All	these	changes	started	at	the	end	of	the	1970s	and	have	progressively	accelerated.	

It	is	therefore	possible	to	reduce	inequali:es	by	adop:ng	new	public	policies,	by	rebalancing	powers	and	by	
changing	the	common	sense.	
	
Following	Ar8cle	3	of	the	Italian	Cons8tu8on,	the	goal	should	be	to	“remove	the	barriers	that	de	facto	
restrict	ci:zens’	freedom	and	equality”.	The	aims	is	to	enhance	the	“full	development	of	each	and	every	
person”	(diversity)	and	the	“par:cipa:on	of	workers”	in	order	to	ensure	substan8ve	freedom	for	all.	This	is	
the	opposite	of	restric8ng	freedom	and	merit,	imposing	du8es	and	increasing	State’s	invasiveness,	which	
is	how	many	people	nowadays	understand	the	words	“equality”	or	“tackle	inequali:es”.	
	
Achieving	these	results	calls	for	a	new	compromise	among	different	sec8ons	of	the	society.	The	knowledge	
and	sen8ments	needed	for	such	compromise	can	be	drawn	from	the	mul8tude	of	social,	private	and	public	
prac8ces	exis8ng	today	in	Italian	society.	

4.	What	can	be	done?	
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5.	Our	coali8on	

Civil	society	organiza8ons	and	trade	unions	need	to	work	together	and	with	researchers.	We	need		
coali:ons	capable	of	mixing	languages,	building	a	shared	interpreta:on	of	facts	and	a	shared	vision	of	the	
desired	future,	evalua:ng	prac:ces,	elabora:ng	proposals,	tes:ng	delibera:ve	methods,	and	spreading	
knowledge.	And	we	need	these	coali:ons	to	convince	people	to	call	for	a	heated,	informed,	open		and		
reasonable	debate	(conflict)	with	”the	others”,	in	order	to	reach	agreements	and	forcefully	demand	that	
they	be	implemented	by	people	democra8cally	endowed	with	representa8on	and	power.	
	
The	Forum	is	one	of	these	coali:ons.	It	aims	to	transform	the	mul:tude	of	prac:ces	into	systemic	changes,	
by	designing	public	policies		and	collec8ve	ac8ons	to	reduce	inequali:es	and	building	consensus	around	
them.		
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The	Forum	will	focus	on	four	dimensions	of	economic,	social	and	recogni:on	inequali:es:	
	
•	Wealth	inequali8es:	ownership,	control	and	access	to	private	and	common	wealth;	
	
•	Income	and	labour	inequali8es:	poverty,	income	inequality	and	inequality	in	the	access	to	labour	market,	
earnings	and	quality	of	jobs;	
	
•	Inequali8es	in	the	access	and	quality	of	essen8al	services;	
	
•	Inequali8es	in	the	par8cipa8on	to	the	democra8c	process.	
	
These	inequali:es	are	at	the	core	of	the	Agenda	2030	for	Sustainable	Development	that	aims	at	social,	
economic	and	environmental	development	for	current	and	future	genera:ons	(sustainable	substan8ve	
freedom).	This	Agenda	should	animate	the	European	strategy.		

6.	Four	themes	

VISION	



To	start	with,	the	Forum	will	focus	on	private	and	common	wealth	inequali:es.	For	two	reasons.	First,	it	has	
grown	drama8cally	in	the	past	thirty	years.	Second,	through	its	impact	on	all	other	inequali8es,	like	
Penelope’s	shroud	in	the	Odysseus,	it	unravels	overnight	what	welfare	policies	build	during	the	day:		
•	it	reduces/nullifies	the	ability	to	react	to	unforeseen	events;	
•	it	reduces/nullifies	the	capability	to	refuse	unfair	or	degrading	jobs;	
•	it	reduces	the	capacity	to	protect	savings	and	yield	a	return	from	them;	
•	it	deters/prevents	people	from	realising	their	entrepreneurial	skills;	
•	it	increases	the	risk	of	living	in	socio-economically	neglected	environments	and	of	contribu:ng	to	create	
them.	
	

Redistribu8on	is	not	enough.	We	need	to	act	on	the		pre-distribu8on	of	wealth,	i.e.	to	fight	inequali:es	
where	wealth	is	created,	in	the	market	and	in	primary	distribu:on,	by	orien:ng	technological	change	and	by	
reforming	ins:tu:ons	

7.	Priority:	Wealth	Inequality	

Rising	inequality	in	ownership,	property	and	control	over	wealth	is	also	bound	to	have	a	nega8ve	impact	on	
general	welfare	and	produc8vity	growth.	
	
There	is	then	spacious	room	for	public	policies	and	collec:ve	ac:ons	that	pursue	both	equality	and	
efficiency	goals.	The	Forum	will	explore	this	spacious	room	thus	increasing	the	opportunity	for	compromise	
between	different	sec8ons	of	society	and	favouring	the	possibility	of	change.	The	Forum	will	also	work	to	
design	and	promote	interven:ons	whenever	wealth	inequali:es	have	socially	unacceptable	effects.	

8.	Priority:	Wealth	Inequality	
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The	Forum’s	interpreta:on	of	facts	and	vision	of	social	development	will	be	translated	into	concrete	ac:ons	
that	will	take	place	during	2018,	its	start-up	year:		
	
•	Launching	research-ac8on	projects:	by	looking	at	exis:ng	policies/prac:ces	against	inequality,	their	
effec:veness	will	be	assessed	and	innova:ve	proposal	for	public	policies	and	collec8ve	ac8ons	will	be	
designed;	
	
•	Building	an	“Atkinson	Program”	for	Italy;	
	
•	Spreading	the	Forum’s	vision,	data	and	informa8on;	
	
•	Experimen8ng	methods	to	convince	and	to	deliberate;	
	
•	Running	advocacy	campaigns	to	support	proposals	and	ac:ons.		

9.	Vision	and	Concretenss	
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WIKIFORUM	

The	Forum	invested	in	its	
language	and	in	words.	
		
It	is	available	a	“glossary”	
composed	by	67	words	that	
explain	and	enrich	the	vision	
of	the	Forum	illustrated	in	9	
points.	
	
It	is	possible	to	read,	
comment	and	browse	in	the	
Wikiforum	as	all	words	are	
linked.			



RESEARCH-ACTION	PROJECTS	
Through	the	coali:on	of	researchers,	civil	society	organiza:ons	and	the	mul:tude	of	already	exis:ng	prac:ces,	the	Forum	
aims	at	designing	replicable	public	policies	star:ng	from	a	concrete	planning	in	the	territories.	
The	minimum	goal	of	the	Forum,	in	2018,	is	to	realize	an	execu:ve	project,	for	each	of	these	research-ac:on	projects,	and	to	
raise	funds	for	their	implementa:on	in	order	to	immediately	start	them.	Below	is	a	list	of	the	R-A	projects	
•  Financial	vulnerability	
•  Life	debts	
•  Informed	use	of	savings	
•  From	worker	to	entrepreneur:	the	challenge	of	Workers	Buyout	
•  Trapped	in	degrada:on	
•  From	degrada:on	to	innova:ve	community		
	
	

PROJECTS		
1)	The	Forum	aims	to	empirically	analyse	the	distribu:on	of	personal	wealth	in	Italy,	study	the	intergenera:onal	
transmission	of	wealth	and	increase	the	knowledge	on	tax	havens	and	on	the	related	amount	of	tax	evasion.	The	Project	
intends	to	make	available	all	the	exis:ng	data	and	to	favour	the	replicability	of	the	analysis	over	:me	by	making	publicly	
available	the	es:ma:on	codes	used	for	the	study.	
2)	The	Forum	will	devote	its	aben:on	to	the	construc:on	of	instruments	and	methods	to	favour	a	progressive	change	in	the	
common	sense,	so	to	reach	a	consensus	on	policies	and	ac:ons	to	fight	inequali:es.	The	change	in	the	common	sense	will	be	
pursued	through	debates	and	delibera:ve	methods	capable	of	modifying	belief	and	of	producing	agreements.	Par:cularly,	
the	Forum	will	implement	two	experiments	and	their	results	will	help	to	define	its	communica:on	and	its	advocacy	
campaigns.	

ACTIVITIES	



AN	ATKINSON	PROGRAM	
	
Policies	to	reduce	inequality	and	favour	diversity	in	Italy,	inspired	by	Anthony	Atkinson.	

	
The	Forum	believes	that	the	increase	in	inequali:es	that	affected	all	Western	countries	since	the	‘70s	is	the	result	of	a	
U-turn	in	public	policies,	a	loss	of	nego:a:on	powers	of	work	and	a	change	in	the	“common	sense”	(what	society	tend	
to	consider	normal	or	appropriate).	This	Projects	aim	at	examining	some	ideas	on	public	policies	based	on	the	Program	
for	Ac:on	presented	by	Anthony	Atkinson	in	his	book	“Inequality.	What	can	be	done?”	in	order	to	present	a	block	of	
public	policies	to	reduce	inequali:es	and	favour	diversity.	The	Project	is	focused	on	four	of	the	themes	presented	by	
Atkinson	that	are	mainly	related	to	the	forma:on	and	distribu:on	of	income:	
	
•  Guide	the	technological	change	
•  Rebalancing	the	power	of	work		
•  Rebalancing	the	distribu:on	of	wealth	in	intergenera:onal	transfers	
•  Defend	small	savings.	
	
For	each	of	these	themes,	scholars	and	experts	of	these	topics	will	be	asked	to	elaborate	a	possible	public	policy	that	
takes	into	account	the	social,	economic	and	norma:ve	context	of	Italy.	These	first	proposals	will	be	publicly	debated	
and	then	used	as	a	basis	by	the	Forum	to	prepare	its	own	proposals	of	public	policies	that	will	be	presented	during	a	
final	public	Seminar.	
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2015:	The	project	was	born	from	an	idea	of	the	Fondazione	Basso	that	was	discussed	during	3	workshops	abended	by	
scholars	and	researchers		
	
September	2016:	The	preliminary	summary	Document:	7	organiza:ons	and	a	group	of	scholars	and	academic	researchers	
embraced	the	ini:a:ve	and	between	2016	and	2017	elaborated	the	project	“Forum	on	Inequali:es	and	Diversi:es”	
	
September	2017:	The	Document	encountered	the	interest	of	of	Fondazione	Charlemgne,	Fondazione	con	il	Sud,	Fondazione	
Enel,	Fondazione	Unipolis	and	Legacoopsociali	and	benefits	of	their	financial	support	
	
October	2017:	A	“test	year”	started,	the	“Forum	start-up”	during	which	a	start-up	group	works	closely	with	the	Promo:ng	
Commibee.	The	task	of	the	Start-up	group	consists	in	bringing	the	Forum	from	the	preliminary	design	to	the	execu:ve	phase	
by	planning	ac:ons,	coordina:ng	work,	and	thorugh	communica:on,	advocacy	and	networking	campaigns		
	
October	2017-February	2018:	Design,	plan	and	implement	projects:	in	this	first	phase	the	Forum	organized	seminars	and	
mee:ngs	with	persons	and	organiza:ons	not	belonging	to	the	Promo:ng	Commibee:	civil	society	organiza:ons,	trade	
unions,	scholars	and	researchers.	This	helped	to	develop	even	more	the	conceptual	framework	of	the	Forum	and	to	prepare	
all	the	material	available	on	the	Forum	website.	Par:cularly,	more	then	100	persons	par:cipate	to	four	of	these	seminars	
and	mee:ngs:	one	was	held	in	Naples	on	the	5th	of	December	2017,	hosted	by	Dedalus;	another	one	was	hosted	by	
Ac:onAid	in	Milan	on	the	16th	of	January;	a	third	one	was	held	in	Rome,	on	the	23rd	of	January,	at	the	Founda:on	“Lelio	e	
Lisli	Basso”;	and	a	fourth	one	was	hosted	by	the	periodical	“Animazione	Sociale”	in	Turin	on	the	8th	of	February.	
	
16th	of	February	2018:	Public	launch	of	the	Forum	on	Inequali:es	and	Diversity		

HOW	WE	GET	HERE	
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WHAT	THEY	SAY	ABOUT	US	






“There are several ways to be in politics. One way is to 
investigate a social issue, provide the instruments 
needed to understand it and then try to influence the 
public opinion and the Government in order to 
implement the proposed policies. The Forum is not only 
based on an ethical afflatus but mostly on the practical 
consideration that, in end, affect the life of everyone, 
also those who are not (yet?) affected by the 
impoverishment and anger created by the capitalism 
and its crisis. A Cyclopean challenge, in a country 
where, since from the plague in Milan, <<the good sense 
exists but it hides in fear of the common sense>> . It is 
then necessary to work on the common sense, to make 
it closer to the good sense.”  





Alessandro Gilioli – L’Espresso




“I think three characteristics make this experience innovative and 
promising. The first is related to its basic assumption: inequalities 
are not the natural and unavoidable results of the equally 
unavoidable and powerful market; they result from clear cultural 
and political choices which can then be modified. The second is the 
systemic approach that considers not only economic (income, private 
wealth, labor market outcomes, poverty) inequality, but also social 
(access to, quality and trust in public services) and recognition 
(recognition of the role, values, culture and aspirations of individuals 
and/or groups) inequalities. The third innovative characteristic is to 
use the creation of a common culture, based on giving the same 
meanings to the words used to describe all kinds of inequalities, as 
the basis to design policies. Encouraging us, as well, to share and 
discuss them and, in this way, to take part to a cultural, civic and 
political effort.”


Agnese Moro – La Stampa


WHAT	THEY	SAY	ABOUT	US	



“Also the Forum on inequalities and diversities deals with social 
inequalities. Born thanks to an idea of the Foundation Basso and 
supported by 8 civil society organizations, that differ in terms of 
their political and cultural origin like Caritas, Legambiente e 
Cittadinanzattiva, the Forum asks for drastic actions to fight 
inequality and environmental degradation. When they compound one 
another, as it happens in suburbs, they give rise to real 
underdevelopment traps, social bombs that the electoral 
seismographs do not register because voting is not among the 
priorities of the left-behind. “


Paolo Pagliaro – Otto e mezzo


WHAT	THEY	SAY	ABOUT	US	








“Nowadays also rulers and big international institutions pay 
attention to qualify the economic growth to pursue as 
“inclusive”. However, strategies to fight the inegalitarian drift 
undertaken also by our country are missing. This is why the 
Forum was created.

The belief is that rising inequalities, which are not the 
unavoidable consequences of fate but the result of political 
choices, <<hurt the economy, people and the country>> and 
<<spread fear for the future and mounting anger>>  and 
feed <<intolerance and authoritarian dynamic>>. The aim is to 
link the cultural activities, the research and the pressure on 
politics with the activities of the civil society organizations. “ 


Nicola Pini – Avvenire


WHAT	THEY	SAY	ABOUT	US	



The	Forum	is	a	place	of	discussion	and	exchange	
of	informa:on.	

	
For	general	info	contact	info@forumdd.org.	
	
If	you’re	a	journalist	and	you	need	material	or	informa:on	press@forumdd.org.	
		

CONTACT
S	

www.forumdisuguaglianzediversita.org	
	
	

@DD_forum																				ForumDisuguaglianzeDiversita	


